
Pastor’s page: “The virgin shall bear a child, and bring forth a Son, and you shall call him 
Emmanuel, God with us.” 

      The Creator of 2 trillion galaxies, in an expanding universe, God personally entered our 
human history. The Son of God, Jesus of Nazareth, fully human and fully divine, came 
among us, sent by God the Father. He taught us how to live authentic, moral human lives. 

      Because God became one of us, and shared our human journey from the inside, we are 
deeply convinced of the dignity and the value of every human being. This is a conviction 
that comes from the Christmas message. We are beloved creatures made in the image of 
our divine Creator. 

“God so loved the world, that in the fullness of time, He sent his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

       Long before the coming of Jesus Christ, the Messiah and second person of the Trinity, 
God had revealed in the book of Genesis the sacredness of the human beings that God had 
created. “Then God said: ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness… God created 
the human being in his image; in the divine image he created him; male and female he 
created them.” (Genesis 2:26, 27) 

      Because of these twin doctrines of creation and incarnation; central affirmations of the 
creed that we recite every Sunday, we recognize every other human being as sacred, 
regardless of their religion, gender, sexual orientation, or country of origin. 

 “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also must love one another…. If anyone says,’ I love God,’ 
but hates his brother, he is a liar; for whoever does not love a brother (or sister) whom he has 
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.” (1 John 4:11 ff.)  

      Mother Teresa, canonized this year, because of her deep spirituality and immersion in 
the meaning of Christmas, was a fierce advocate for human dignity and human life from its 
earliest beginnings in the womb until the time of natural death. Her missionaries of Charity 
continue the Christmas message. 

      The St. Kilian Parish Outreach, through scores of St. Kilian ministry volunteers, 
provides food, clothing, and compassionate care for thousands of local people who are 
wounded and deprived of what they are entitled to as the sons and daughters of God. This 
is the Christmas message. “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty you gave 
me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for 
me, in prison and you visited me.” (Matthew 25:35-36) 

I am deeply grateful for your collaborating with me as good Christian stewards in the work 
of the gospel in Farmingdale. In our care for the poor and needy, in our handing on of the 



faith in our faith formation programs as catechists and assistants, and most of all in our 
celebrations of Mass and the sacraments, we make the love of Christ known. 

 May the Lord bless you and your loved ones this Christmas, and in the new year 2017! 

Peace, Father Bruce 


